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A SPECIAL QUARTERLY MEETING

Mark your calendars.  An unusually fine quarterly meeting is coming up.  The date is Monday, September 21, 6:00 p.m., Wimberley Community Center.  


The first part of the program will be the dedication of the last panel of the Buck Winn San Antonio Pearl Brewery mural, which will be installed in the large room at  the community center where we will be meeting.  This is an historic occasion for WIC, which has undertaken to rescue and restore this historically and artistically important mural, section by section.  Special guests invited for this dedication will be introduced.


Dinner, catered by Linda Allen, will follow.  The cost is $12 and you will need to make reservations.  You can do so by calling Pat Hector at 847-3979 or e-mailing her at nphector@verizon.net.


A concluding part of the program will be a talk, "Wimberley, A Sense of Place," by the Rev. Dr. John Stanley, pastor of The Chapel in the Hills.  He is an engaging and insightful speaker, whom you will enjoy hearing.  

SINCERE THANKS

WIC wants to thank the Senior Citizens for their generous offer of a site for the Zach House.  


We're hoping that the house can stay where it is and we'll not need a new site, but we certainly thank the Seniors for their offer.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We need help selling our fine WIC Cookbooks at the next Market Days, Saturday, October 3, 2009.  Proceeds will go to the Zach House restoration.  


Please call Alice Wightman, 847-7461, 512-618-0238 or alwight@onr.com to volunteer.

ZACH HOUSE NEWS
By Bruce Billingsley


Since last I wrote about the Zach House project, things have taken a dramatic turn.  We originally thought that the house would have to be moved from its present location on Mill Race Lane; we were certain that the owners wanted it off their property and we planned accordingly.  (In case you don't know, the Zach House was built sometime around 1877 by Pleasant Wimberley's son, Zachary, to please his young wife, Mary Elizabeth, who threatened to leave him and life under his parents' roof if he didn't build her the house he had promised.  This board-and batten dog-trot house is the prime relic of this town's "modest beginnings." It has miraculously endured to this day, partly, at least, in its original state, and WIC is intent on acquiring and restoring it.)


Now, miraculously, the owners have agreed to talk about leaving the house in place and selling WIC that part of their property on which it stands.  This would be advantageous in every way.  We would be spared the expense of moving the house, particularly of moving two stone chimneys and a fancy stone patio in front, the work of the house's second owner, N.E. Hughes.  Moreover, we would not have to prepare the only new site available, a seriously sloping piece of land south of the Wimberley Community Center parking lot.  Then, also, we could leave the house intact: Our plan was to move only the original part of the house -- the front two rooms, hallway, and porch -- removing a rebuilt section at the rear, added in 1982.  Now we could keep the add-on and restore the house as it has been these past 27 years.  Finally, and very important, the house would be on its original site and eligible for every kind of historical marker you can think of.


Access to the house would be from the Community Center parking lot, where visitors could, of course, park.


If everything works out and we have a new contract with the owners, our restoration architect, Emily Little, will be able to make a new Master Plan, and we can begin seeking grants to help pay for the project.        

THE SQUARE STARRING IN A NEW EXHIBIT
By Steve Gartside, Exhibit Committee Chair


It would be surprising to find that anyone reading this article had not "been around the Wimberley square" at least once in the past ten years.  Many have "been around the square" in the 1990s.  What about the 1960s?  Was there a square in the 1930s?  The 1800s?  How has it changed, decade to decade?


Your Exhibit Committee is working on a major exhibit, drawing on our extensive pictorial archives, which will take you from the early beginnings of the square  to the present time.  Look for the announcement of the formal opening (these exhibit openings are always wonderful affairs), and plan to bring your friends and be there.  It will take place later this fall.  In the meantime, treat yourself to a "walk around the square"!

MAGGIE BAINS TO SPEAK

The final lecture in the popular WIC lecture series will feature Maggie Bains, telling about her work with the Harte Research Institute, involving basic research on ocean-bottom life in the Gulf of Mexico. This benthic research is carried on world-wide, and Maggie is part of that.  She will tell about the institute and its several areas of work and also about her own research.  Maggie is an engaging speaker, knowledgeable and entertaining.  


You won't want to miss this one.  It will be held in the Winters-Wimberley House Monday, October 22, 2009, 7:00 p.m.  

WIC TREK TO JACOB’S WELL

On Saturday, September 19, 4:00 p.m., WIC is returning to Jacob’s Well to observe the ongoing transformation of the area into an outdoor educational experience.  Land has been cleared of concrete and asphalt and the activity/conference center has been remodeled to accommodate meetings and programs.  Join us at Dancing Waters Retreat, for a short hike on the new trail followed by a picnic dinner provided by Our Lady of the Lunch   


Enjoy bluegrass music by Billy Bright and Friends during dinner.  Jason Pinchback from the River Systems Institute and the Texas Stream Team will give an overview of the Cypress Creek Project and David Baker of the Wimberley Valley Watershed Association will give an update on the Jacob’s Well Natural Area and the WVWA.


You may make reservations by contacting Barbara Thibodeaux at 512 847-7721, or by emailing her at barbarathibodeaux@verizon.net.


Cost of the event is $8.00.  You may send a check payable to WIC in care of Barbara Thibodeaux at 1201 Skyline Vista, Wimberley, TX 78676 or pay on the 19th.

DIRECTIONS TO DANCING WATER RETREAT
Take Ranch Road 12 North, towards Dripping Springs. 

Turn left at Jacob’s Well Road.

Jacob’s Well Road will dead end into Mount Sharp Road — Turn right.

Dancing Waters Retreat is the first driveway on the left (with the green mailbox).

Turn left into the driveway, between the four stone pillars, and follow the driveway to the left.  

Park in front of the two stone houses on the left.  

KUDOS

PETE ANDERSON, sculptor and friend of Buck Winn – for his tenacity in bringing to completion the restoration of three Buck Winn murals - a major undertaking.  And this achievement marks the addition of another WIC restoration project.


PATRICK COX – for generously  offering several hundred photos to our archives.  These appeared in The Wimberley View during the 1970s when his stepfather, Beven Varnon, was the View editor, and Patrick, the photographer. 


SHARON GRAVES, MARTHA KNIES, WIC friend Dorothea Dare and others we didn’t actually catch sight of – for watering the plants and trees on the Winters-Wimberley House grounds. 


MELINDA GUMBERT – not only for her careful WIC Newsletter layout, but also for her special mailings to interested Wimberley descendants and prospective members, and for preparing each newsletter for mailing.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Donovan, Barbara
5405 Holly

Bellaire TX 77401

831 Southriver

Wimberley TX 78676

713-664-9416; 832-443-1622 (cell)

Dziezyk, Dick & Jane
575 C Winding Trail

Wimberley TX 78676

847-9795

dickandjane@txwinet.com
Hughes, Glen & Nancy
4414 Allencrest Ln

Dallas TX 75244

972-788-4699
nghughes@me.com 

Hughes, Ken & Nancy
2623 Lakeside Village Dr

Missouri City TX 77459

281-437-1934

knhughes@swbell.net 

Hughes, Milton & Muriel
100 Hunters Glen

San Marcos TX 78666

512-353-2865

mmhughes@gradecom.com 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September 19, 2009


Evening Trek to Jacob’s Well


September 21, 2009


Quarterly Meeting


October 9, 2009



Potluck Supper & Quarterly Meeting


December 4, 2009  



Fireside Christmas Dinner


January 18, 2010



Annual Membership Meeting 
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